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among fruit-trees and palms, by the side of a watercourse, whose
constant supply from the well hid from view among thick
foliage, seemed the work not of laborious art but of unassisted
nature. Here, stretched in the cool and welcome shade, would
we for hours canvass with 'Abd-el-Mahsin, and others of similar
pursuits, the respective merits of Arab poets and authors, of
Omar-ebn-el-Farid or Aboo'l 'Ola, in meetings that had some-
thing of the Attic, yet with just enough of the Arab to render
them more acceptable by their Semitic character of grave
cheerfulness and mirthful composure.

Or when the stars came out, Barakat and myself would stroll
out of the heated air of the streets and market to the cool open
plain, and there pass an hour or two alone, or in conversation
with what chance passer-by might steal on us half unperceived
and unperceiving in the dusk, and amuse ourselves with his
simplicity if he were a Bedouin, or with his shrewdness if a
townsman.

Thus passed our ordinary life at IJa'yel. Many minor inci-
dents occurred to diversify it, many of the little ups and downs
that human intercourse never fails to furnish; sometimes the
number of patients and the urgency of their attendance allowed
of little leisure for aught except our professional duties; some-
times a day or two would pass with hardly any serious occupa-
tion. But of such incidents my readers have a sufficient sample
in what has been already set down. Suffice to say, that from
the 2)th of July to the 8th of September we remained doctor-
ing in the capital or in its immediate neighbourhood.

By this time we had obtained sufficient knowledge of the
Shomer capital and its denizens, while far the greater part oi
our journey lay yet before us, and the autumn was already
drawing on. Besides, any notable prolongation of our stay at
Ha'yel might be dangerous both for ourselves and for Telal; we
were watched by the spies of 'Obeyd and Feysul, and so was
the monarch also. The Bagdad merchants, too, who formed a
numerous and not uninfluential body in the town, looked on
us with positive dislike, supposing us in reality Damascenes, for
whom the Shiy'aees bear an especial and hereditary hatred,
that twelve centuries have rather increased than diminished.
Accordingly, though in most respects so dissident from the
Wahhabee sectarians, they now sided with them in one thing,